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2013 Budget Message 
As we look to 2013 we are encouraged by some signs of economic improvement in our 
region, but remain aware of the financial uncertainty still being faced by our residents 
and businesses, it is with this fact in mind that I present the 2013 City of Watervliet 
Budget. The budget is a “hold the line” budget that maintains the core services and 
levels of service our residents have come to expect. The result is a budget that meets the 
needs of our community without compromising our financial future. 
 
This budget represents our continued commitment to prudent fiscal management, 
effective service delivery and to providing our citizens with an affordable quality of life.  
 It represents the consensus of Council direction and staff recommendations on how to 
best accomplish Council goals and respond to highest priority community needs with 
available resources. 
 
The 2013 Budget: 
• Factors in unfair State Aid 
• Continues to deal with out of control Health, Workers Comp and Retirement costs 
• Keeps projects in-house 
• Continues to foster intergovernmental partnerships that reduce costs 
• Positive Signs for the Future 

 
 The 2013 budget contains no layoffs of full time personnel and does not add any new 
positions.  The proposed tax increase of 1.9% is below the State mandated tax cap.  The 
2013 budget is a bridge to what we hope is an improving economy.  
  
  
  



Public Safety             $5,321,100 
Highway     $    374,667 
Recreation     $    192,171 
Debt      $    685,428 
Administration    $1,863,228 
Insurance     $1,842,590 
General Gov. Items             $    493,907 
Refuse/Recycling    $    471,523 

Total                      $11,244,614 
 

Expenses 
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Expenses 



 

Sales Tax     $3,200,000 
Non Property Taxes            $   539,000 
State Aid     $1,186,193 
Recoveries/Grants            $   334,500  
Property Taxes                      $3,975,421 
Permits/Fees/Fines            $    264,500 
Misc./Other    $    203,000 
Transfers     $1,542,000 
Total                   $11,244,614 
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Revenue 
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Budget Increase From 2012 to 2013 
OF $511,017 = 5% Budget Increase 

2012 Budget  $10,733,597 

2013  Health Insurance Costs Increased     6% 

2013  Workman's Comp Costs Increased   42% 

2013  Retirement Costs   Increased   15%  
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The 2013 City of Watervliet Budget includes a 1.9% tax 
increase.  The increase is: 
 

• Under the State mandated tax Cap 
 

• Less then the CPI for All Urban Consumers* 
(2.0% Sept. 2011-Sept. 2012)  
 
 
 
 

*United States Department of Labor  

 



THE 1.9% TAX 
INCREASE WILL COST 

THE AVERAGE 
HOMEOWNER IN 

WATERVLIET $25.59* 
EXTRA IN 2013 

$2.14 PER MONTH 
 

*BASED ON AVERAGE HOME ASSESSED AT $ 134,633  
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Factors In Unfair State Aid 
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Unfair State Aid 

 State Aid Per Resident 
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If the City of Watervliet were 
to receive the same State Aid 
as Rensselaer we would 
receive $31,500 in additional 
State Aid.  The additional 
State Aid would allow the 
City to keep the 2013 tax 
increase to  1%   
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Continues To Deal With Out Of Control 
Health, Workers Compensation and 
Retirement Costs 
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Health Insurance 
Costs 
INCREASED by 
6%  
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Retirement Costs Increased 71% Since 2010 



 

 
 

Keeps Projects In-House 
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2nd Avenue Water Main Replacement 
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Continues To Foster Intergovernmental 
Partnerships That Reduce Costs 
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Continue To Foster Intergovernmental Partnerships That Reduce Costs 
Cleaning Catch Basins With Cohoes  
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Continue To Foster Intergovernmental Partnerships That Reduce Costs 

Paving Streets With Cohoes 
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Continue to foster intergovernmental partnerships that reduce costs 

Partnership with Albany County Sewer District, Spectrum Bio-Energy and NYSERDA. 
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Continue to foster intergovernmental partnerships that reduce costs 
Emergency Services Dispatching With Albany County 
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Partnership with the Town of Mineola to 
Develop Anaerobic Digester Site  

Watervliet Organic Waste Program 

Continue to foster intergovernmental partnerships that reduce costs 

Anaerobic Digester 



 

 
 

Positive Signs for the Future 
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Fund Balance  
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Ambulance Revenue  

2009 2010 2011 2012 

 $303,332.00  

 $270,823.00  

 $292,818.00  

 $339,355.00*  

*Projected 



{ 
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We ask the City Council to 
consider and accept the 
2013 Budget 



 

2013 Water Budget 

$$2.8  Million Budget 

No increase in Residential Water Rates 

Highlight: 

2 ND Avenue water main replace using City Employees 



 

2013 Sewer Budget 

$1 Million Budget 
No Sewer Rate Increase 

$500,000 payment to Albany 

County Sewer District 

Highlight: $1.1 Million Budget 
No Sewer Rate Increase 

$491,000 payment to Albany County Sewer District 



NEXT STEPS 

Public Hearing on the 2013 Budget 

 December 6, 7:00  

City Council Vote on the 2013 
Budget 

 December 20, 7:00 
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THANKS 
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE  

 ROBERT FAHR 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF FINANCE  

 PAM DINUZZO 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

 PHYLLIS CARROLL 
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