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Policy #7 SNOW REMOVAL POLICY 

Revived 10/16/08 

Policy Scope:  Watervliet Snow removal policy provides for the planned systematic 
response by the Highway Department, Police Department and the General Manager's 
Office, based on the level of snowfall or road icing during both a emergency and non-
emergency snow fall event.  

Policy 

A SNOW EMERGENCY WILL BE DECLARED IN ACCORDANCE TO ORDINANCE NO. 1836 
ONCE A CONTINUOUS SNOW FALL EPISODE OF 4 TO 6 INCHES OR MORE AS 
MEASURED BY THE ALBANY AIRPORT AUTHORITY OCCURS.  THE DECLARATION OF 
THE SNOW EMERGENCY ACTIVATES THE EMERGENCY SNOW REMOVAL POLICY.  

1. DURING A SIGNIFICANT SNOW STORM, MAIN CITY STREETS ARE PLOWED, 
SALTED AND KEPT OPEN DURING THE STORM - STREETS INCLUDE NYS ROUTE 
2, 32 AND 155. 

2. SNOW EMERGENCY- ONCE A SNOW EMERGENCY IS DECLARED, ALL VEHICLES 
ON CITY STREETS MUST MOVE TO ALLOW ACCESS OF PLOWS AND SNOW 
REMOVAL EQUIPMENT.  THE CITY WILL NOTIFY RESIDENTS THAT A SNOW 
EMERGENCY HAS BEEN DECLARED BY WAY OF ONE OR ALL OF THE 
FOLLOWING: 

 CITY WEB SITE 

 WVLT LOCAL ACCESS TV CHANNEL 17 

 LOCAL NEWSPAPERS (CITY DOES NOT GUARANTEE NEWSPAPERS WILL 
PUBLISH) 

 LOCAL TV AND RADIO STATIONS (CITY DOES NOT GUARANTEE TV OR 
RADIO WILL ANNOUNCE) 

 LOCALIZED ANNOUNCEMENTS BY WAY OF MOBILE PUBLIC ADDRESS 
SYSTEMS 

3. THE SNOW REMOVAL PROCESS BEGINGS WITH A SYSTEMATIC GRID 
APPROACH. IN THE NORTH SECTION OF THE CITY REMOVAL STARTS AT 2ND 
AVE AND WORKS THE AVENUES WEST TO 12TH AVE.  THE SAME SYSTEMATIC 
GRID APPROACH IS FOLLOWED IN THE SOUTHERN SECTION OF THE CITY. 
BEGINNING AT 9TH STREET, WORKING SNOW REMOVAL SOUTH TO THE CITY 
LINE. SPECIAL LOCATIONS, DEAD END STREETS AND SOME ALLEYS AND OTHER 
PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAYS ARE DONE LAST.  

4. ONCE A SNOW EMERGENCY IS DECLARED, ALL VEHICLE OWNERS MUST MOVE 
OR BE PREPARED TO MOVE VEHICLES FOR THE TIME PERIOD REQUIRED TO 
REMOVE SNOW FROM AN AREA.  IF VEHICLES ARE NOT MOVED, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH ORDINANCE # 1836, THE VEHICLE WILL BE TICKETED AND 
TOWED TO HUDSON SHORES PARK.  TOWED VEHICLES WILL BE HELD AT THE 
PARK UNTIL BOTH TICKET FINE AND TOW CHARGE ARE SETTLED WITH THE 
CITY FINANCE DEPARTMENT.  TICKET FEE IS $100, TOWING CHARGE IS $150.  



THE CITY FINANCE DEPARTMENT WILL ACCEPT PAYMENT OF THE TICKET AND 
TOWING CHARGE M-F BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 8AM AND 4PM. OWNER OF 
TOWED VEHICLE WILL HAVE 14 CALENDER DAYS TO RETRIVE VEHICLE, AFTER 
SUCH TIME A IMPOUND CHARGE OF $30 PER DAY WILL BE CHARGED.  

5. REMOVAL OF PLOWED/BANKED SNOW - WHEN DEEMED NECESSARY BY THE 
GM, PLOWED OR BANKED SNOW WILL BE REMOVED TO AVOID OBSTRUCTING 
VIEW OF ENTERING/EXITING TRAFFIC AND/OR INHIBITING ACCESS OF 
EMERGECNY VEHICLES.  THE SNOW WILL BE CONSOLIDATED AND TAKEN TO 
THE SOUTH END OF HUDSON SHORES PARK.  REMOVED SNOW MAY BE TAKEN 
TO OTHER LOCATIONS ONLY WITH APPROVAL OF THE GM OR MAYOR.  NOTE, 
THIS PROCESS MAY REQUIRE DECLARING A SNOW EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO 
MOVE VEHICLES.  IN THIS CASE, THE SAME PROCEDURE OUTLINED IN ITEM 
#4 OF THIS POLICY WILL BE FOLLOWED. 

6. A SNOW EMERGENCY WILL BE DECLARED BY THE MAYOR, THE GENERAL 
MANAGER OR THEIR DESIGNEE.  


